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A role model for a new millennium 


The human need for role models 

Have you aver heard of Moses. JfceuS, Cof lludius. Krralwia or the Buddha’:* F-Itjw 
abuuL Sandhi, Mother Theresa cr Marun Luther King? If you (iw irr the West 
(here's s good chance dial, you Know a tK about these peoe^ end thuw 
accompiHhmarit£ In man's eternal ceerch Tor immtrtalityarid meaning, ninny 
Is a dure end hemes, both true and fetes, hove mode their apps-sronco on flic 
world mage The respect anti reverence shown to such figures arming people 
of every nationality, m every ego, pewits to o deep hum an need to believe In 
ttcmooou greater than opumII, in an attempt la transcend thw carrfirwjn af 
arise own limited existence. We seo ihia the roe rocur irv warldToythsk, legends, 
hero stone*, itnd m tf m idealisation of people who have twron nvsod by ttmn* 
fo*oweratoouiMrhuiTier) or godly status 


Moot educated people today are vecpties., and vitnv uich stuno-v on thtt 
chFirming nemnents of a eirnflfer ags. And with gtotjHlssB&cin. and the sleepy 
stream of hew rellgujng and Idooiogies that people ere eipusad to, It may be 
hard to Know what Ui boBeve 


Some find a.easier to ignore spintajrti guoebooe altogether; focusing instead oil 
their nttEHionsh^is, careers and r giStang ahsgcf Yet we know that excesaavo 
rrtriLiinulsm stifles thr mirni and fiptfiL desp^e (odihosogical adv&rwee,, trig 
doap yearning to bafts*# in a Higher Power; true kaarieraftifi. and an ultimata 
purpose m kin j'Hm&ms. In this asy and spa, wbn cam be truamd as a guids in 
both spiritual and worldly mattorn? 


Then* is one Leader, sufl largely unknown tn Ltia West, who s an gnirsondinary 
rale model that people of an backgrounds cun relate in the Prophet 
Muhammad The dntuilS of Muhnmin&d'a nvnjirtaM* Ufa hove boon carefully 
presarvsd nnri have been nubfoewd to the scrutiny of forstorieim oast and 
wont In contrast to othoi’s who have achitivird rnrmwti Itr then- 
accomptehmanta in a firmed sphare ol acwity, fWjhummnd'B ochwivBmflnts 
flpari nR major ornan of Wa. Thohtatonnri Mirhiwit H Hart 


My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the 
world's most influential persons may surprise some 
readers and be questioned by others, but he was 
the only men in history who was supremely 
successful on both the religious and secular levels. 


anLMtinhBal. The 100 . A Ranking of theMost Influential Parsons in History 



Why does the average European or 
American know sd little about a man whose 
life was so exceptional? 


Irrational fears and negative propaganda, dating back to the 
Crusades and exaggerated by the media, have created a 
'mental block 1 for many people against all things Arab or 
Islamic, and the two terms are often mistakenly confused. As 
we enter the age of the global village, is it not time for those 
who pride themselves on being unprejudiced, independent 
thinke rs to put aside these mental relics from a bygone era? 
We invite you to take 0 few minutes to explore g new 
understanding of religious leadership, and in so doing, to 
catch a glimpse of a man who is loved by one-fifth of the people 




For a Muslim, a Prophet does not primarily imply someone 
able to foretell the future although most of Muhammad's 
predictions have already been fulfilled in astonishing ways 
but a man sent by God to call people to repent, have faith, and 
dedicate their fives to doing good, thereby helping them 
rediscover the purpose for which they were crested. 
Prophets ere not considered to be Divine, and ere not 
preyed to or worshipped though they were men of 
outstanding charecter and spirituality who were protected 
from committing sins, performed miracles, received 
revelation and communed with God. 

Islam teaches chat God is One. without partner or associate; 
no human being can share In any of the qualities that are 
unique to the Intelligent Creator and Sustainer of our vast 
and complex universe Muhammad was no more than God's 
honoured servant and Messenger, yet he embodied the best 
of human potential, and that is what continues to make him 
so appealing, and accessible today. Last in a line of Prophets 
and Messengers sent by God to all people on Barth including 
Nosh, Abraham, Moses and Jesus who effected the lerge^ 
scale transformation of individuals and society, Muhammad 
was unsurpassed as teacher and guide. Speaking of his own 
role es the last true Prophet before Judgement Day, he said 

The parable of me m relation to the Prophets who came 
before me is that of a men who built a house beautifully and 
wall, except that one brick in its comer was missing. The 
people want around it and wondered at its beauty, butsaid: “If 
only that brick ware put in its placer I am that bride, and I am 
the last of the Prophets ' 




Muhammad's personal life 


Muhammad was born in 570 AD to a noble family oF Mskksh, 
and was a descendant of the Prophet Abraham, Orphaned 
at six, Muhammad was a thoughtful youth who worked bs a 
shepherd and helped his uncle with the trade caravans. As a 
teenager he reacted the immoral customs of his people, 
who had become steeped in idolatry, and joined a chivalrous 
order, earning the nickname 'The Trustworthy 1 , At age 25 he 
found employment with a wealthy widow of 40 named 
Khedijah. managing her business. Impressed by his honesty 
and character, Khadijeh proposed marriage end he 
accepted. Despite their age difference, they were happily 
me rrisd for 2 5 years, and ware blessed with six children. 


After Khedijah's death Muhammad married several women 
for political and humanitarian reasons, as was expected of a 
man of his position; all but one were widows and divorcees. 
He was a loving end considerate husband and father, and his 
family was devoted to him despite his voluntary poverty, for 
ha put into practice his own advice, 'the best of you is the one 
who is best to his own tarn i!y.‘ 


Muhammad, the Prophet 


Muhammad received his first revelation from God at 40, 
through the Angel Gabriel He continued to rsceive 
revelations for 23 years, on topics ranging from the 
Oneness of God and His wondrous handiwork, to stories of 
earlier prophets, morality and ethics, and life after death. 
These revelations became collectively known as the Qur'an, 
and are considered by Muslims to be the literal word of God: 
the Prophet's own words were collected separately. 
Muhammad's call to monotheism and social reform was 
heavily opposed by the Makkan elite; after enduring thirteen 
years of intense persecution, he end his followers were 
invited to relocate to Medinah. a town to the north that had 
been torn apart by generations of intertribal warfare 




A comprehensive Cook mat Introduces tbe principles of Islam ana why 
people follow itsway trflffo. Fluently wrtrten. srralgntforwardly organised 
and very wen designed Tine Pooh comdlnwtExt, pictures and graphics In a 
beautiful artistic blend. 


Other Brochures about Islam in this series 


- Islam and me environment 
wriat is Islam? a holistic view. 

- me Quran, a book you can believe in 

M uhammad; a role model for a new millennium. 

- women in itiam. beyond stertotvnes. 

- jesu& an Islamic view, 

■ Discover issam booklets 


Exhibition material about Islam 


Also available from WAMV a unique set of posters, suitable for exhibitions 
and all evenES aimed at introducing me teachings of Islam. A 1 size posters, 
fair colour and very wen designed using tn# most up-to-date computer 
design packages. Two sets of exhibition posters are available. 

A oew, improved set of 30 full colour posters. 
These unique posters have proved very useful for exhibitions as tnev 
introduce the various aspects of Islam, In a succinct, yet comprehensive 
way. 

A set of ten posters presenting the role of 
women in tstamlo society. Through its ■different sections. This set of posters 
helps to refute the negative stereotypical images about Muslim women 


Authentic information about i$iam can be accessed from: 

www islamonime net 
www.harunyanya.com 
ww.mv 5 Hmnerltage.tofH 
ww. 1001 lnventlons.com 
www.dlseoveM 5 lam-anllne.ajm 


Muhammed successfully seeded their differences and 
forged a bend of brotherhood between the two warring 
factions, as well as between the locals and the new 
emigrants. Far Arab tribal society, this was an amazing 
accomplishment The early Muslims learned to implement 
the golden rule under the Prophet's tutelage: 'No one truly 
believes until he desires for his brother what he desires for 
himself.’ 


Interested in teaming mure about Isfam, aria enter any oi 
the flbose material, please cameo, 
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for Muhemmed, religion was jtol a matter of personal conviction 
clone but a complete way of lifa. end Madineh flcunshed under Jits 
leadership The Madman inode) of government, based on justice, 
respect For human dignity and God-correcloosness, became the 
template to which Muslims have looked for guidance and 
inspiration ever since. The Prophet draw up the worttfs first 
constitution m which the rights of religious minorities ware 
protected. and entered Into treaties and alliances with 
neighbouring tribes. He sent letters to the rulers of the Persians, 
Egyptians, Abysemiana and Byzantines, announcing his message cf 
pure monotheism end inviting them to accept tsiam. for the first 
time in history, women, children, orphans, foreigners and staves 
were granted extensive rights end protection Many of the 
Prophet's concerns seem surprisingly ’modern 4 : he condemned 
racism and nationalism, saying there is no superiority of an Arab 
over a non-Arab, or a whits men avar g black man, except- in 
righteousness.' 


fn the brief space of one generation end during his own 
lifetime, the Prophet Muhammad * successfully transformed 
the faith, mentality and culture of the people of Arabia; within 
100 years his message had touched Che hearts and lives of 
minions in Africa, Asia and parts of Europe. The Prophet 
Foretold that each succeeding generation would he worse 
than the one before it, and true to his prediction, Muslims have 
not always understood or honoured his example. But 
Muhammad's teachings, speeches and customs were 
carefully noted down by his Companions, and compiled into 
books of authentic sayings which are available in translation. 
Along with the Qur'an, they form the holistic foundation: of a 
satisfying way of life for practising Muslims, while for others, 
they provide a fascinating glimpse into the heart and mind of 
an exceptional men and role model from whom much can be 
leamed- 


He established laws protecting animals, trees and the 
environment, He encouraged friae trade and ethical investments, 
but secured workers' righto and forbade usury: He worked for 
peece, but defined the pBremeters of the ludictous use of fores, 
whan fores was needed. He convinced people to give up alcohol, 
drugs, prostitution and crime, and promoted healthy living, He 
condemned domestic violence, encouraged his wives to speak 
their own mend, end granted Muslim women merry righto not 
draemed of in Europe until centuries later, including the right, to 
own property, reject arranged marriages, end seek divorce 
because ol incompatibility. And the Prophet encouraged his 
followers to seek beneficial knowledge wherever it could be found, 
with the result that Muslima never experienced a conflict between 
arisnesand religion, end led the world in many fields of learning for 
centuries afterwards. Although his enduring legacy can he 
observed in everything from art to politics, Muhammad's greatest 
achievement by far was to reestablish pure monotheism As 
simple end straightforward to understand as the nucleus at tho 
centra of an atom, the concept of One God lies ot the heart of 
Islamic culture. Muslims turn to their Creator fur guidance, without 
the nEed for intermediariES. or the loss of dignity that idolatry end 
superstition bring. 


The Prophet accomplished all this through the strength of his 
character and personal example; he inspired in his followers a 
love, devotion end sense of awe that was unparalleled. While 
other men would have been corrupted by the absolute power 
that he wielded in his later years, Muhammad remained 
humble, ever aware of the Source of his blessings. 'I am just 
Bed's servant 1 he said, and 'I have only been sent as a teacher' 
Although he spent his days in serving people and his nights in 
prayer; he preached religious moderation and balance: he 
forbade his followers to adopt a monastic lifestyle and 
preferred that they establish strong families and engage 
themselves In bettering the world around them, while 
remaining deeply conscious of God. 
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